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OAWP Responsibilities
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Development and 
implementation of 
agricultural best 

management practices 
(BMPs)

Implementation of cost 
share programs

Water supply and 
water quality planning 

and coordination

Scientific and technical 
research

Other policy 
development and 

statutory 
responsibilities

Binding 
determinations



BMPs
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Management strategies, tools and practices that improve water quality, conserve water, 
and protect water resources (Efficiency)

Initially based on best professional judgment upon review of available science 
and technology

Technical and economic feasibility (Manual)

Balance Productivity with Water Quality Improvement

Proper implementation confirmed through implementation verification site visits



When are BMPs Required?
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Within BMAP areas, agricultural producers or landowners are required 

to:

• Enroll in the BMP program and implement applicable best 

management practices OR 

• Demonstrate their compliance with state water quality standards by 

conducting water quality monitoring prescribed by DEP or a water 

management district



How are BMPs Developed? 403.067(7)(c)
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FDACS 
develops and 
updates Ag 

BMPs.

FDEP uses Best 
Professional 
Judgment to 

initially verify Ag 
BMPs.

FDACS adopts Ag 
BMPs by rule and 

assists with 
implementation. 

FDEP verifies 
(adopted) BMP 
effectiveness at 
representative 

sites. 

Water quality 
“problems” 

demonstrated.

Agencies 
institute 

reevaluation of 
the BMP. 

If BMP needs 
modification, 

agencies starts 
process again

FDEP develops TMDL 
allocations.

FDACS OAWP & AES fund 
BMP research & 

demonstration projects



BMP Enrollment and Verification Process

Annual Report

Outreach efforts

Identify cost share projects

Implementation verification (IV) site visits 

Verify proper implementation of the 
applicable BMPs

Review and collect nutrient records Identify cost share projects

Notice of Intent to Implement BMPs

Complete enrollment
Identify BMPs appropriate to specific 

parcel and commodity
Identify cost share projects
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Cost Share Programs
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• “Bang for the buck”

• Targeted areas

• Economic feasibility

• Regional Projects

Prioritization

• Water management district programs

• Statutory requirements as a 
collaborative agency

• Federal agency programs (Natural 
Resources Conservation Service -
USDA) 

Collaboration 
& Leveraging



• Scientific and technical foundation for BMP development and 
improvement 

• OAWP Research Priorities

• https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Water/Agricultural-Best-
Management-Practices/BMP-Research
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Scientific and Technical Research

https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Water/Agricultural-Best-Management-Practices/BMP-Research
https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Water/Agricultural-Best-Management-Practices/BMP-Research


OAWP Outlook: 5 Goals
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Improve 
Perception of 

BMPs

Increase 
Enrollment

Update 
Manuals

Implement 
Regional 
Projects

Improve 
Relationships



5 Goals: Improve Perception of BMPs
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Engage Enrollees

Update Research

Present Successes



Improve Perception of BMPs Status
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Improve Perception of BMPs Status
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Improve Perception: Status
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• Cost Share Revamp:
• Increased clarity and transparency
• Regional-specific project types
• Greater emphasis on data collection and spatial mapping



5 Goals: Increase Enrollment
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Enrollment Mail Out 
Process

Digital Tool for Staff

Update 
Implementation 

Assistance

Continue 
Implementation 

Verification Success



Increase Enrollment: Status
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5 Goals: Update BMP Manuals
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Update BMP Manuals: Status
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5 Goals: Implement Regional Projects
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Regional Projects
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1

2



Implement Regional Projects: Status
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5 Goals: Improve Relationships
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• Shared Goals with Chief 
Science Officer

• Agency Coordination
DEP

• Regional Projects

• NEEPP Implementation

• Visit Governing Boards

Water 
Management 

Districts

• Contracting Process

• Shared Goals for 
Research

Universities



Improve Relationships: Status
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BMP Research Updates:
• Standardized Application 

and Award Process
• Request for applications 

closed on March 11, 
2024. 

• Working on Uniform 
Data template

• One or two project 
highlights from research 
summary



Connection Between BMPs and Water 
Quality
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Thank You!

West Gregory

Director

(850) 617-1700

west.gregory@FDACS.gov

http://www.fdacs.gov/Divisions-Offices/Agricultural-Water-Policy
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